
ART HERITAGE TRAINING SCHEDULE 

 

 
 

What is the Art Heritage Program?  The Art Heritage Program has been a valued part of Mesa County Valley School District 51 
elementary schools for more than 25 years.  Volunteers bring standards-based art history and art lessons to elementary school 
classrooms throughout the Mesa County area.  The program is coordinated through the D51 Schools Visual Arts office at the BTK 
Building, 596 N. Westgate Dr. Grand Junction, CO  81505 (970.254.5489) Website:  
http://www.d51schools.org/about_us/departments___directories/art_heritage_program/ 
 

What happens at an Art Heritage training?  Information about the featured artist or cultural art lesson is provided.  Volunteers view 

a presentation or video about the artist and have the opportunity to ask questions or share observations.  A suggested art project is 

demonstrated and volunteers get a chance to create a sample.  The art project is inspired by the featured art lesson.  Volunteers 

may choose to do the same lesson or an alternate. 

 

Are the art supplies provided for the lessons? Each school will receive a loaner box of supplies for the suggested art project.  The 

school-based coordinator will bring the box back to the school.  If a volunteer chooses to do an alternative lesson, the materials are 

not provided.  When all the classrooms have received the lesson, the box of supplies is taken back to the BTK Art Heritage site. 

 

How is Art Heritage funded? The program is funded through D51 budget which provides the salaries for a part-time coordinator and 

assistant coordinator.  Art supplies and materials for more than 8000 elementary students are included.  In addition, generous 

donations from local charitable organizations, private donors, and businesses help us to ensure students have access to quality 

materials and a variety of art methods.  

 

How and why are featured artists chosen?  Artist and cultural art lessons are chosen based upon their contributions to the world of 

art.  Some are well-known master artists, such as Vincent van Gogh and Claude Monet.  Others are regionally known, such as Tony 

Ortega – pastel artist and children’s book illustrator.  In addition, we often present a cultural art lesson such as rock art of the 

southwest.  We strive to find a balance in the variety of art lessons we teach, from painters to sculptors to fiber artists. 

 

 

Monday, September 9th, 9:30–11am 

Georgia O’Keeffe:  tear art pictures 

O’Keeffe (1887-1986) painted ordinary organic objects such as shells, flowers and bones in an 

extraordinary way—extremely close-up, enlarged and in rich color. A key figure in the 20th-

century American Modernism movement, O’Keeffe was especially interested in form, color 

and pattern, and strived to paint objects in the unique way that she saw them.  

 

Monday, October 21st, 9:30–11am 

Pablo Picasso:  face collage 

Picasso (1881-1973) was a Spanish artist known especially for his style of art called Cubism 

(although his work covers many other styles as well), in which subjects are broken into 

distorted, geometric shapes and rearranged.  He produced a huge number of painting, 

drawings, prints and sculptures, and is generally credited with laying the groundwork for 

abstract art, although he himself rejected purely abstract work. Picasso said, “It took me four 

years to paint like Raphael, but a lifetime to paint like a child.” 

Schools:  Mesa View, Rim Rock, Shelledy, Loma, Pomona, Clifton, 

Gateway and Messiah Lutheran  

Training sessions are held at the D51-BTK 

Building, 596 N. Westgate Dr. (near B & H 

Sports on Patterson and 25 Road) 

http://www.d51schools.org/about_us/departments___directories/art_heritage_program/


Monday, November 18th, 9:30-11am 

Wyeth Family:  “Bones of Winter” Y trees 

The Wyeth family has produced several generations of excellent artists, beginning with 

N.C. Wyeth, illustrator and painter of landscapes and portraits; his son Andrew Wyeth, 

known for painting scenes and people of Chadd’s Ford, Pennsylvania and Cushing, Maine; 

and Andrew’s son Jamie, who, like his father and grandfather, paints in a realistic style. 

He is known for his iconic portraits of John F. Kennedy, Andy Warhol, and his father 

Andrew, and works commissioned by the US Postal Service, the US Mint, and the White House.  

 

 

 

Monday, January 13th, 9:30–11am 

Faith Ringgold:  story quilts 

Ringgold (1930-present) is an American artist who grew up in Harlem, New York in the final 

years of the Harlem Renaissance. Produced over the last 60 years, her art tells the story of 

the African-American experience. Ringgold tells stories in colorful art quilts, soft sculptures, 

paintings and children’s books; especially the stories of black women in America, clearly 

presenting the existing racial inequalities and social injustices through her characters’ 

experiences.  

 

 

 

Monday, February 10th, 9:30-11am 

Michelangelo:  ceiling drawings 

Michelangelo (1475-1564), Italian Renaissance painter and sculptor, is especially known for 

painting one of the greatest masterpieces of all time, the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome, an 

area of 5,800 square feet.  He was obsessive in his lifelong study of the anatomy of the human 

body, and demonstrated his understanding in many famous sculptures, including his statue of 

David and his unique version of the Pieta.  
 

 

Monday, April 6th, 9:30-11am 

Hokusai:  printmaking 

Hokusai (1760-1849) was a Japanese artist and printmaker, who gave us a visual 

insight about life in Japan in the late 1700s.  His wood block prints, which he created 

for the new middle class of Japan, drew the attention of the Impressionists who began 

imitating his large blocks of color and simple images. An illustrator and painter as well, 

Hokusai greatly influenced Japanese as well as western art. 


